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National Register of Historic Places

The National Register of Historic Places (NR) is the official 
list of the Nation’s historic places worthy of preservation.

Properties listed in the NR include districts, sites, 
buildings, structures, and objects that are significant in 
American history architecture archeology engineeringAmerican history, architecture, archeology, engineering, 
and culture.

h i ll lli i h b d hThese properties tell compelling stories that embody the 
unique spirit, character and identity of the Nation, and of 
the States and local communities in which they are located.
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National Recognition

Listing properties in the NR often changes the way communities 
perceive their historic places, and strengthens the credibility ofperceive their historic places, and strengthens the credibility of 
efforts by private citizens and public officials to preserve these 
resources as living parts of our communities.
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National Register Eligibility

For a property to qualify for 
h NR i hthe NR it must have:

• significance within a local,significance within a local, 
state or national historic  
context, and

• integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, g g
workmanship, feeling, and 
association (*SIS*)
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Significance
• The significance of a historic 

property can be judged and 
l i d l h it iexplained only when it is 

evaluated within its historic 
context.

• Historic contexts are historical 
h bpatterns that can be 

identified through 
consideration of the history 
of the property and 
surrounding area.
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Historic Tax Credits (HTC)

ff

Historic Tax Credits (HTC)

HTCs are often twinned withHTCs  are an effective 
economic development tool 
that bring equity to historic 

HTCs are often twinned with 
Low Income Housing and
New Markets Tax Credits g q y

rehabilitation projects

7



20% Federal Historic Tax Credit20% Federal Historic Tax Credit

Administered by National Park Service and Internal Revenue Servicey
NPS : Certified Rehabilitation of a Certified Historic Structure
IRS : Substantial Rehabilitation of a Depreciable Structure
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NPS Requirements:NPS Requirements:

Certified Historic StructureCertified Historic Structure
= NR Listed 

Certified Rehabilitation
= All work meets the 

Standards for 
Rehabilitation
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IRS Requirements:

Depreciable Structure

= Income producing= Income producing

S b t ti lSubstantial 
Rehabilitation Test

Investment greater= Investment greater 
than the adjusted basis 

of the buildingof the building
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25% State Historic Rehab Tax Credit25% State Historic Rehab Tax Credit

Administered by Maine Historic Preservation Commission and y
Maine Revenue Service

Substantial Rehabilitation Credit / Small Project Rehab Credit

30% Affordable Housing Projects
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HTC Application ProcessHTC Application Process

Part 2
• NR District
• Prelim. Det. of 
I di Li ti

• Existing 
Conditions

Part 2
• Completed Work
• Part 2 NPS 
C ditiIndiv. Listing

Part 1
• Proposed Work Conditions

Part 3
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Part 1 IssuesPart 1 Issues

• NR Historic District vs.NR Historic District vs. 
Certified Local District 
vs. Local District

• Old NR Nominations –
individual and districts

• Individual Listing

13



Historic District AmendmentsHistoric District Amendments
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Historic District AmendmentsHistoric District Amendments

Mid‐century modern architecture should be 
considered under NR Criteria
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HPCA Part 2

• Documents the existing 
condition of the building 
before rehabilitationbefore rehabilitation

• Describes the proposed p p
rehabilitation work and its 
impact on the historic 
building material andbuilding material and 
character of the building 
and site

16



Cumulative Effect Review and 
HPCA Part 3
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Closing Thoughts…Closing Thoughts…

Expect the unexpected Keep your sense of humorExpect the unexpected Keep your sense of humor
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HTC projects support Maine’s 
dDowntowns and Creative Economy

Photo courtesy Peter Gross Architects449 Main Street, Rockland 
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… and Green Buildings… and Green Buildings
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HTC certified projects 
k f th lspeak for themselves
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