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6 Major Trends Influencing K-12

1. Population is growing slowly
2. Population is growing older
3. Population is growing unevenly
4. Population is spreading out
5. Economic base is changing
6. State and Local Budgets Under Pressure
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National Rank on Per Capita Personal Income 
1985-2007
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Percent of Workers Holding Multiple Jobs
U.S. and Maine, 1995-2006
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2005 Poverty Rate in Maine by County
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Population Growth - New England
1990 - 2007

7% 7% 7%

19%

5%

10%

8%

0%

2%

4%

6%

8%

10%

12%

14%

16%

18%

20%

ME CT MA NH RI VT NE

Pe
rc

en
t C

ha
ng

e

1. Population is growing slowly…
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Population Growth - US Regions 
1990 - 2007
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Maine Live Births, 1900-2007
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2. Population is growing older…
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Age Composition of the Maine Population in 2000 and Projected for 2025
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3. Population is growing unevenly…
Maine County Economic Forecast

Population Growth
2004-2020
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4. Population is spreading out…
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Percent Change in School Enrollment 
1970-2002
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Index of Maine & US Manufacturing Employment (1960=100)
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5. Economic base is changing…
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Wage and Salary Employment Growth by Sector 1990-2006
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Higher Education Appropriations 
as % State General Fund
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6. Maine State and Local Governments are under Pressure…
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Total R&D Spending 
as a Percent of Gross Domestic Product 1987-2004
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… to invest in Roads and Bridges

• 12% of Maine’s 
Bridges are 
structurally deficient

• 25% of Maine’s 
roads are in poor or 
critical condition

• Roughly 2,000 
miles (20% - 25%) 
of Maine’s roads 
are not built to 
modern standards 
and must be 
posted each spring
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High Speed Internet Lines (Subscribers) per 1,000 Residents 
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Cost of Doing Business, Maine 
1990-2006
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State and Local Taxes as a Percent of Income 
Maine, New England, US 1992-2005
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Total Health Care Costs as a Percent of GDP
Maine and the U.S. 1991-2004
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Cost of Energy, Maine 
1990-2006
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Maine Municipal Expenditures
(2007 Survey Estimates)
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Maine State Expenditures
(2007 General Fund)
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Nominal K-12 Expenditures vs K-12 Enrollment
Indexed to 1978-79 =100
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Change in School Enrollment 
Percent, 1996-2005
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Resident Pupil Counts
1970 to 2003 Actual,  2004 to 2017 Projected
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K-12 Enrollment vs. Staff
Total Growth 1979-2006
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Maine Public School Staff 
1980-81 to 2007-08
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Statewide Special Education Expenditures 
(in millions of $)
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 K-12 Special Ed Expenditures 
as % of Total K-12 Expenditures
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Per Capita Personal Income Gap 1970- 2007
(% Points Maine Income Lags U.S.)
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