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Named after Maine’s former Governor and former Dean of Leadership Maine, the 
Kenneth M. Curtis Leadership Award is given annually to an exceptional Leadership 

spirit of this award and joins a group of past recipients that includes Angus King 

Mike Roy, Laurie Lachance, Steve Rowe, Ed Cormier, Jake Ward, Mark Johnston, 
Shannon Haines, Jim Conlon, Bob Peixotto, Dora Mills, Cheryl Miller, Chief Brenda 
Commander, and Cary Olson Cartwright. 
     

Company. In addition to serving as the leader of a sixth generation, family-owned business, 

member of the RSU#21 School District in Kennebunk.  He has also served as a board member 
for the United Way of York County, Federal Reserve Bank Advisory Council, Junior Achievement, 

chair of the Maine Economic Growth Council, an MDF board director, a member of the Rho class 

have also been generous hosts of our Leadership Maine and Policy Leaders Academy programs.
 

potential and possibilities, and then act on them.  is one of those 
rare people.

Hugh grew up in Eastport. After college, he spent 20 years as associate director 
of the Salt Institute in Portland. Returning to Eastport in 2002 wasn’t planned. 
Hugh and his wife, Kristin McKinlay, saw potential and made a spur of the moment 
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vision of this program is to see artists at work, allow people to participate, house a letterpress 

trips and, in turn, artists are sent into schools. Hugh is a risk-taker and his innovative spirit has 

ArtPlace, a collaboration tied to the National Endowment for the Arts promoting public interest, 
encouraging “creative place-making,” and supporting efforts to transform communities in the arts. 

keeps restoring, building, and contributing to the community. He loves culture, art and the region. 
He preserves it, shares it, and celebrates it. His inspirational effort is envisioning what could be 

that understands their value, and that has engaged them in building a prosperous 

harness the power of a wide range of people.
            
We are very pleased to present this year’s award to , Chairman 

leader in pet healthcare innovation and a leading employer in southern Maine, 

workforce is now more than 5,000 strong worldwide with one-third of its employees based in 
Maine.  Jonathan has demonstrated a personal commitment, the ability to collaborate and 
create partnerships, and a high professional standard that serves as a model and inspiration to 

research and development centers. For that reason, career paths for Maine employees include 

provide an environment in and around the building that inspires the achievement of these goals. 

degree in molecular biophysics and biochemistry from Yale University and graduated from 

     



 

that has done exceptional work and exhibited true leadership in improving the 
health and wellness of Maine people and Maine communities.  

, M.D., M.P.H., has been a strong and tireless leader in improving 
the health of Maine’s people and is this year’s award recipient. Wendy is founding 

and underserved. Under Wendy’s leadership, MeHAF has gained national 
recognition for its work to transform Maine’s health care system through public 

policy and programs. Wendy and MeHAF are committed to improving the health and wellness 
of Maine’s people and communities by pioneering best practices, collaborating and creating 
partnerships, and taking innovative and creative approaches.  MeHAF has been an outstanding 
partner in MDF’s Policy Leaders Academy and has supported our Healthy Maine Streets program. 

integrating primary care and behavioral health services, and guiding an outreach program on 
the new health insurance Marketplace, to bringing together leaders from different sectors and 

She received her MD from Ohio State, did her pediatric and pediatric cardiology training at 

health system, obtained an MPH degree from the Harvard School of Public Health, has been 
invited to work as a Senior Advisor at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and 

Board of Selectmen in her hometown of Boothbay Harbor. 

 honors a creative 

ideas and processes and has empowered Maine people to be the entrepreneurs 

box and see a bigger and brighter future for Maine.  

We are very pleased to present this year’s award to , President 
and CEO of CEI. Ron has demonstrated a personal commitment and a high 
professional standard that serves as a model and inspiration to others to be 
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numerous boards and advisory councils within Maine and nationally. He is currently a member of 

of LISC, a past board member of Opportunity Finance Network, a long-time board member 
of the National Congress for Community Economic Development, and a founding member of 

Credit Coalition, and served as chair of the board.

to spark Maine’s economy by their demonstrated leadership and investment in 
helping all Maine people reach their highest personal potential.     
      

, Executive Director of the Maine School of 

and then, over a decade later, as a teacher. Now, as Executive Director, he shares 
that enthusiasm statewide driven by his passion and collaborative spirit. Luke 
has demonstrated leadership in innovative strategies for advancing education 

and an excellent ability to engage, collaborate and create partnerships across a wide variety of 
stakeholders. Luke is a Maine native with a thirst for adventure. After graduating from the Maine 

until he found the sweet nectar that is mathematics at University of Maine at Farmington. After 
graduating and spending two years working in the woods of Maine with the Maine Conservation 

the call back to his home state, he traveled via canoe from Old Forge, New York, to Fort Kent, 

Experience, Beta class. 

 is the renowned author of Everyone Leads: Building Leadership 
from the Community Up. Paul is a dynamic, engaging speaker who will inspire us 

life for all Maine people. Paul will share how lasting social change can occur when 

common goals. Grounded in social movement history, leadership scholarship, 
and over two decades of experience building grassroots leaders across the 
country, Paul will inspire participants to see new leadership possibilities within 



Paul is currently an innovation fellow at Georgetown University’s Beeck Center for Social Impact 

Aspen Institute and Foundation Strategy Group. Previously, Paul spent 21 years leading Public 

to make a difference into careers working for community and social change. Paul writes and 

and community building. He is a faculty member of the Asset Based Community Development 

 

of this year’s annual meeting –“Everyone Leads Maine.” 
the President’s Award honors the th

.  
                 
Leadership at all levels is critical if we are to grow Maine’s economy and 

Joint Select Committee on Maine’s Workforce and Economic Future 
was formed on the notion that a prosperous Maine economy is one in 

which Maine workers are well-trained, businesses are innovating and growing, and communities 
are thriving. Legislative leadership saw the need for a new entity that could work outside of the 
traditional structure to address these issues comprehensively. Committee members come from 

modeled the way in collaborating across the political spectrum to create powerful results in the 

              

Everyone Leads: Building 
Leadership from the Community Up.” 
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The Maine Development Foundation (MDF) is a unique,  

We would like to thank our Champion Circle members:


