
4/25/2011

1

MAIN STREET DESIGN 

Downtown Institute

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND
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• Good design: essential to all aspects of downtown 
revitalization

• Visual manifestation of preservation contributing 
to economic growth

Design and the Main Street Program

to economic growth
• Protect sense of place and human‐scaled environment
• Recognize and capitalize on existing assets
• Generate and sustain businesses (contributes to 
job creation)

• Bring investment to downtown through high‐quality, 
durable and timeless design

• Orchestrate growth and evolution of downtown 

Downtown Institute

through design application
• Start small to begin with success
• Good design is functional and attractive

•Main Street context: consider all physical elements 
in comprehensive approach

Buildings
Streets and street furniture

Design and Historic Preservation

Streets and street furniture
Signs
Open spaces
Merchandising, displays, and promotional materials

•Encourage high‐quality new design that enhances 
historic resources

•Maintain authenticity; avoid themes and copying malls
•Promote compatibility and continuity

Downtown Institute
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•Economic Restructuring
•Design
•Promotion
•Organization

The Four Point Approach

Organization

They are all related!

Downtown Institute

DESIGN APPROACH
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MAIN STREET RESOURCES

Downtown Institute

MAIN STREET RESOURCES
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLES

Downtown Institute

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES:
FEDERAL  (1780 – 1820)

Downtown Institute
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLES:
GREEK REVIVAL  
1820 ‐ 1850

Downtown Institute

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES:
ITALIANATE  (1840 – 1875)

Downtown Institute



4/25/2011

7

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES:
SECOND EMPIRE  (1870 – 1895)

Downtown Institute

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES:
ROMANESQUE  (1880 – 1895)

Downtown Institute
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLES:
BEAUX ARTS CLASSICAL  (1890 – 1920)

Downtown Institute

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES:
CLASSICAL REVIVAL STYLES  (1895 – 1935)

Downtown Institute
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLES:
COMMERCIAL STYLES  
(1905 – 1935)
(Chicago Style, Sullivanesque)( g y , q )

Downtown Institute

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES:
ART DECO   (1925 – 1940)
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLES:
MODERNE and PERIOD
REVIVALS  (1920 – 1940)

Downtown Institute

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES:
COMMERCIAL VERNACULAR   (anytime)

Downtown Institute
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•Building Improvement File used extensively since early 1980’s
• Information remains current, relevant, east to understand, 
sound preservation

•Focus on storefront design:  key element  best story  big improvements

NTHP Building Improvement File

Focus on storefront design:  key element, best story, big improvements
for relatively small investments

Downtown Institute

Downtown Institute
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Downtown Institute
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS

Downtown Institute

BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS

Downtown Institute



4/25/2011

14

BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS

Downtown Institute



4/25/2011

25

•Benches
•Trash & Recycling Containers
•Bike Racks 
•Kiosks  Pushcarts

Street Furniture

Kiosks, Pushcarts

Downtown Institute

• Planters
•Street trees
•Special features
•Trails and parks

Landscaping

Trails and parks

Downtown Institute
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• Trails and parks
•Gardens
•Public outdoor art
•Special events spaces:  farmers’ market; amphitheater/outdoor 

Public Realm

Special events spaces:  farmers  market; amphitheater/outdoor 
performance space

• Interpretive displays and signage

Downtown Institute

• Gardens and window boxes
•Outdoor art
•Outdoor display and furniture (at front and rear entrances, 
dining areas  etc )

Private Realm

dining areas, etc.)
•Utilities

Downtown Institute
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• Maintenance
•Cleanliness
•Utilities

Infrastructure

Downtown Institute

•Use existing guidelines as base
•Workshops
•One‐on‐one consultations for simpler 
improvements

Design Advice

improvements
•Façade program
• Inventories:  update existing, create
new as needed

Downtown Institute
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• Downtown focused
• Preservation‐based strategies for success
• Leveraging local assets (architectural & cultural)
• Incremental revitalization 

Main Street Design

Incremental revitalization 
• Design guidance (start small, build quality)
• Informing & educating shop owners & the public
• Tax credit & matching grant workshops
• Celebrates successes

Downtown Institute

CONCLUSION

Downtown Institute


