
 
Advocacy Survey 

Maine Downtown Center and the Maine Downtown Coalition 
 
 
Your name and title:   
Organization:  
 
 
Engaging decision makers in policy and funding issues in favor of downtown revitalization requires 
grassroots support and effective action at the local level.  Achieving these is often challenging and rarely 
simple. In response to your request for advocacy training, the Maine Downtown Center, in partnership with 
the Maine Downtown Coalition, has developed this survey to accomplish three things:  1) provide the 
Coalition with valuable insight to guide our efforts to best assist you at the local level, 2) improve our 
effectiveness at the statewide level for the legislative session ahead, and 3) help the Center provide an 
effective training program for downtown leaders on Advocacy.  Your answers are very important and help 
guide our efforts.  Thank you. 
  
How active has your downtown organization has been in advocating or lobbying with your local 
elected officials?   

1. Very active 
2. Moderately active 
3. Somewhat active 
4. Not active 
5. Don’t know 

Comments: 
 
 
 

How active has your downtown organization has been in advocating or lobbying with your state 
elected officials?   

1. Very active 
2. Moderately active 
3. Somewhat active 
4. Not active 
5. Don’t know 

Comments: 
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How active has your downtown organization has been in advocating or lobbying with your federal 
elected officials?   

1. Very active 
2. Moderately active 
3. Somewhat active 
4. Not active 
5. Don’t know 

Comments: 
 
 
 
How does your downtown board include town elected officials and municipal employees as 
members? 
   Elected Officials:  

1. Board member  
2. Committee Member 
3. Officer 
4. Volunteer 
5. None of the Above 

 
  Municipal Employees: 

1. Board member  
2. Committee Member 
3. Officer 
4. Volunteer 
5. None of the Above 

 
Does your downtown board include any town elected officials or municipal employees as 
members? 

1. Yes, town elected officials (please identify) 
2. Yes, municipal employees (please identify) 
3. Other (please identify) 

Comments: 
 
 
 
If yes, in what capacity (e.g., voting member, officer, advisor): 
 
Please rate the degree of support you receive from your locally elected officials in revitalizing your 
historic downtown area: 

1. Very supportive 
2. Moderately supportive 
3. Not supportive 

Comments (Please be specific. This information will be held in confidence) 
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Please rate the frequency with which members of your downtown board interact with municipal 
officials regarding downtown issues: 

1. Frequently 
2. Occasionally 
3. Seldom 
4. Never 

Comments: 
 
 
 
Would you like assistance in organizing a local advocacy effort to help protect, enhance and 
revitalize your downtown your downtown? 

1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Maybe 

Comments: 
 
 
 
Please indicate who represents your municipality in the State Legislature: 

1. Representative(s)___________________________________________________________ 
2. Senator(s)_________________________________________________________________ 

Comments: 
 
 
 
Please rate the frequency with which members of your downtown board interact with legislators 
regarding downtown issues: 

1. Frequently 
2. Occasionally 
3. Seldom 
4. Never 

Comments: 
 
 
 
Please rate the frequency with which members of your downtown board interact with state 
agencies regarding downtown issues: 

1. Frequently 
2. Occasionally 
3. Seldom 
4. Never 

Comments: 
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If your downtown board has had any interactions with state agencies regarding downtown issues, 
please indicate which agencies have been directly involved: 

1. Department of Economic & Community Development 
2. State Planning Office 
3. Department of Transportation 
4. Department of Environmental Protection 
5. Maine Historic Preservation Commission 
6. Other agencies (please specify) 

Comments: 
 
 
If you were provided with talking points and/or a sample letter regarding a downtown issue with 
the purpose of contacting an elected official, please indicate whether you would be willing 
to…(check all that apply:) 

1. Make phone call(s) 
2. Send e-mail(s) 
3. Send letter(s) 
4. Personal visit(s) 

Comments: 
 
 
Would you be willing to testify in person before a legislative committee in Augusta regarding a 
downtown issue? 

1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Maybe 

Comments: 
 
 
Would you be willing to attend an advocacy training session? 

1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Maybe 

Comments: 
 
 
Please indicate which types of information you would find useful from an advocacy training session 
to be an effective advocate for downtown revitalization (check all that apply:) 

1. Talking points 
2. Fact sheet 
3. Legislative summaries 
4. Relevant news articles 
5. Lobbying tips 
6. Overview of the legislative process 
7. Role play 
8. Other (please specify) 

Comments: 


