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Maine Green Downtowns!
The Program

Strengthen the ecological and economic 
environment in Maine’s historic downtowns.

Designed to assist town in recognizing their 
own unique green potential.

To work with and empower local leadership 
and community involvement.

Funded in 2009 by a $100,000 grant through 
the Maine Community Foundation's 
Environmental Funder's Network.



Maine Green Downtowns!
The Potential:

1. Enhance ‘walkability’ 

2. Grow the Urban Forest

3. Improve public spaces 

4. Ensure a Healthy Community

5. Reduce, reuse, recycle

6. Maximize green energy potential

7. Employ green design principles

8. Environmental advocacy

9. Green reserves

10. Downtown revitalization
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1. Enhance Walkability

Urban greenways

Increased density and retail diversity

Safe walkable streets

walking amenities

eyes on the street

streets for people

Maximize ‘interpretation’

Improved signage
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Sheet Harbour Waterfront Greenway
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2. Grow the Urban Forest

American Forests recommends 15% tree canopy cover for CBD’s

Air Quality calculator

Right tree - right place

Cornell Structural soils and root integrity
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3. Improved Public Space

Streets as public spaces instead of thoroughfares

Recapturing the waterfront

Better public parks

Preserving sensitive landscapes

Legibility and wayfinding
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4. Ensure a Healthy Community

Clean up health liabilities

Create active outdoor spaces

Think year round

Program outdoor spaces for events

Encourage residents to get outdoors
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5. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

Lifecycle costing

Green leases

Heritage districts/buildings

Adaptive reuse

Make it easy!
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6. Maximize green energy potential:

LED Lighting

LEED and SITES

Using Harbor water for district heating

Active Transportation

Dark Sky compliance

Microclimatic Design
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Downtown Revitalization

Facade Programs

Heritage Districts

Open Space Plans

Infill Strategies

Brown Field Reclamation

Parking Strategies

Signage and Interpretation
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Maine Green Downtowns!
The Product
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Text

For more information:

Steve Ribble:  sribble@ekistics.net
Rob LeBlanc: rob@ekistics.net 


