
Welcome to the Maine 
Downtown Institute 2013

We shape our 
buildings, and 
afterwards 
our buildings 
shape us.

Winston S. Churchill
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Happy 193rd Birthday, Maine!  
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Maine Development Foundation
Statewide nonprofit nonpartisan economic development 

organization uniquely established in 1978 by the Legislature 
to provide an objective, respected long-range vision for Maine

Membership Based – Partnership Proud

Our mission is to drive sustainable, long-term economic growth for Maine. 
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Now working in 30 
historic downtowns 
statewide!
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“Economic development within the 
context of historic preservation”

“Main Street” 
began as a 
demonstration 
program by the 
National Trust for 
Historic 
Preservation in 
1977 and has 
grown into the 
most 
comprehensive 
program for 
downtown 
revitalization in 
the country

Downtown Institute March 2013 - Historic Preservation/Sustainable Design



The Main Street Four Point Approach®

Organization: All 
Hands on Deck

Promotion: 
Building the Buzz

Design: Heritage 
and Aesthetics

Economic 
Restructuring: 

Strong Businesses
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Year end 2011 Year end 2012
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152,980,000 (Total invested)

228 (net business growth)

1,075 (net new jobs)

571 (building rehabs)

191,913 (total volunteer hours)

27.38 : 1 (reinvestment ratio:  
for every dollar invested in 
administering a Main Street  
program,  $27 of public and private 
funds are invested downtown)

$169,700,000 (+11%)
269 (+18%)
1,291 (+20%)
622 (+9%)
220,099 (+15%)
25.43 : 1

Update on 2012 Reinvestment Statistics!
Main Street Maine Communities



Today’s Agenda

Malcolm Collins
Christi Mitchell
Amy Cole Ives
Jon Edgerton
Robert O’Brien
Nancy Smith
Jennifer Geiger
Tour of downtown Bath

Presentations and Partners Updates
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13TH ANNUAL 
MAINE DOWNTOWN CONFERENCE

MAY 31 – FRIDAY
POINT LOOKOUT, NORTHPORT AND

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN BELFAST

K e y n o t e  p r e s e n t e r :  I n a u g u r a l  p o e t  R i c h a r d  B l a n c o
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Save the Date!
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