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Growing Older…
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Real Gross Domestic Product
and Consumer Price Index

-2%
0%

2%
4%
6%

8%
10%

12%
14%
16%

70 75 80 85 90 95 00 05

Pe
rc

en
t G

ro
w

th

Real GDP CPI

GDP data from http://www.bea.gov/bea/dn/gdplev.xls
CPI data from http://data.bls.gov/PDQ/outside.jsp?survey=cu

Source:

Economic Downturns…
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The Weather…



4

7www.mdf.org

8www.mdf.org

Crude Oil Prices
U.S. Average Real¹ and Nominal Prices
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¹ In chained (2000) dollars, calculated by using gross domestic product implicit price deflators.

Energy Prices…
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Surviving the Energy Crisis…

• Don’t Panic
• Assess the Situation
• Seek Help - Arm Yourself with Data
• Identify Actions - Set a Strategy
• Seek More Help - Implement the Strategy
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Don’t panic…
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Cost of Energy, Maine 
1990-2006
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Assess the Situation…
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Home Heating Fuels 
2000
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Heating Oil Prices: Nominal and Real 
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Short Term Energy Outlook-October 2008
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Real Gasoline Pump Price: Annual Average 1919- 2009
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Seek Help –
Arm Yourself 
with Data…

Take Control at Home…
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Don’t Forget Transportation…
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Take Advantage 
of Help…

Identify Actions
Set a Strategy…
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Take Control
At Work…
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Don’t Forget Transportation…
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Is there another way?

Identify Actions – Set a Strategy…



11

21www.mdf.org

Seek More Help – Implement the Strategy…

Take Control!
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We Will Survive This Energy Crisis…

Together!
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The Policy Leaders Academy

MDF believes that taking new Legislators on an intensive 

economic bus tour of Maine, introducing them to business 

people around the state and letting them see, first hand, 

how their public investments in transportation, education 

and other public systems drive economic development, 

grounds and enriches the policy making process.
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That’s why we run Policy Leaders Academy.

The result is more informed decision-making 
and enhanced effectiveness.
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Policy Leaders Academy

In January 2007, we took legislators on a grueling 1,300 mile 
economic tour of Maine. 
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Borolex DE Heritage Center

Northeast Tour - 2007Fraser Jackson Laboratory

Louisiana Pacific
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R & D UMaine/AEWC Band of Maliseets

Northeast Tour - 2007Sappi Paper Passamaquoddy Tribes

UMaine Machias
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CMCC Lewiston Public Theater

Southwest Tour - 2007Correct Building Products Pratt Whitney

Safe Handling
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Walmart Distribution 
Center

Saco/Biddeford Mills

Southwest Tour - 2007UNE Foundation for 
Blood Research

SPHS
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December 4, 2008 8am-2:30pm
Policy Forum on Energy

St. Paul Center

January 7-9, 2009 Bus Tour of Northern Maine

January 21-23, 2009 Bus Tour of Southern Maine

Policy Leaders Academy

2008-2009 Schedule of Events

January 30, 2009 9am-3pm
Policy Forum on Health Care

Augusta Civic Center

Sign up today!!


