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	Mike Lydon, CNU-A is an internationally recognized planner, writer, and advocate for livable cities at The Street Plans Collaborative. He is from Maine and learned about downtowns in Gardiner, Damariscotta and Lewiston/Auburn. Mike was the Keynote Speaker April 1st, 2015 at the National Main Street Conference in Atlanta. His work has been featured by NPR, The New York Times, CNN Headline News, The Atlantic Cities and more.  He just released his latest book, Tactical Urbanism, a how-to guide for government leaders, public works officials, and citizens that details how to more quickly and strategically invest in streets and public spaces. 
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	Yellow Light Breen is Executive Vice President and Chief Strategic Officer at Bangor Savings Bank, the state’s largest independent bank with $3 billion in assets.  He serves as a member of the Bank’s Leadership Committee, and is responsible for company-wide strategic planning and strategic initiatives, as well as for the Bangor Savings Bank Foundation. Previously, he had executive responsibility for community development; marketing & community relations; product management & digital banking; and special assets. Yellow was born and raised in central Maine, and is a product of Maine public schools in Saint Albans and Nokomis Regional High in Newport.  After earning a degree in Government from Harvard College, he received his law degree from Harvard Law School in 1996, where he served as an editor of the Harvard Law Review.  He is one of only three individuals in modern history selected to deliver both the undergraduate and graduate student addresses at Harvard Commencement (the other two were Oliver Wendell Holmes and William Weld).  From 1999 to 2003, Yellow served as Director of Special Projects and External Affairs for the Maine Department of Education, following a stint as deputy legal counsel and policy advisor to independent Governor Angus S. King, Jr.  In 1998, Harvard Law School named him a Kaufman Fellow for "truly exceptional promise for work in the public interest." Yellow is active in a number of volunteer and public service efforts, particularly in education and economic development.  He is currently a board member of the Maine Community Foundation, and serves as Chair of Educate Maine, a business-led education advocacy organization championing college and career readiness, and increased education attainment.  He was previously a long-time Board member and served as Chair of the Maine Coalition for Excellence in Education, a predecessor organization to Educate Maine. Yellow was the inaugural chair of the statewide Realize Maine initiative that seeks to reverse the “brain drain” by making Maine the best place in America for people under 40 to live, work, and prosper.  He is also a past board member of the Maine Development Foundation, the Great Schools Partnership, Fusion: Bangor, the Maine Mentoring Partnership, the Maine International Trade Center, and the United Way of Eastern Maine. 
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	Breanna Pinkham Bebb is the executive director of Our Town Belfast. A graduate of the University of Maine at Machias, with a degree in interdisciplinary fine arts, Breanna worked her way through college as assistant to the director of Schoodic Arts for All.   She is in the current Leadership Maine Phi class and serves additionally as a board member with the Belfast Area Chamber of Commerce, as an executive committee member with the Belfast Creative Coalition, and on the Downtown Revitalization Grant design committee for the City of Belfast.  
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	Jennifer Olsen is the Executive Director of Waterville Main Street. A small business owner, Jennifer has worked in the Main Street model since 2007 in Millinocket, Skowhegan, and Waterville. She has a background in advertising and public health, with recent affiliations including the Maine Downtown Center Advisory Council, The Healthy Main Street Advisory Council, and Mobilize Maine. Current projects include the Langlais Art Trail, as Board President of the Kennebec Tourism Council, and Waterville Creates!, a new consortium of the arts organizations in Waterville. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in International Studies, and is a graduate of the Upsilon class of Leadership Maine. She is currently running for Selectman in the Town of Skowhegan.
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	Malcolm (Mac) Collins is a Maine licensed architect with a practice based in Freeport.  He is focused on historic buildings, downtowns, and campuses.  He has directed projects for the University of Maine; Bowdoin, Bates and Colby Colleges; and Pineland Center.  He consults with Main Street building owners through the Maine Downtown Center.  Mac is a past chairman of the Maine Historic Preservation Commission and a past president of Greater Portland Landmarks.
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	Peter F. Morelli AICP   Peter Morelli manages the Age Friendly Community program for AARP in Maine, which engages communities in efforts to promote aging in place and livable communities. He serves as co-chair of the Building Age Friendly Communities committee of the Maine Council on Aging’s Aging Initiative.  He was the director of development and previously city planner for the City of Saco, where he was responsible for planning, economic development, housing and historic preservation for 27 years. He led two comprehensive planning efforts and two downtown plans, rewrote the zoning ordinance, helped to create and administer an historic preservation district, and streamlined the land use approval process. He led efforts to rebuild Saco’s beautiful Main Street, built an Amtrak train station, created a business finance agency, and was a co-founder of one of the state’s first Main Street organizations..
He earned a masters degree in public policy at Tufts University, is a graduate of the University of Southern Maine, and earned a graduate certificate in Museum Studies from Tufts. He has served as the president of Maine Association of Planners. He has served as chair of Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission, and in his native Portland served as president of the Friends of Evergreen and of the Deering Center Neighborhood Association. 
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	Jane Bechtel Lafleur is the Executive Director of Friends of Midcoast Maine (FMM), a regional smart growth, planning and civic engagement organization. The Community Institute is a program of FMM to “build strong places, communities and leaders”.  FMM has worked recently with Rockland and Rockport Maine to develop a shared vision for the 1 ½ mile commercial strip along Route 1.  Jane grew up in Lewiston, Maine and has been a city and regional planner since 1981. She served as Town Planner in Conway, New Hampshire and as City Planner in South Burlington, Vermont, as well as a private planning consultant. Jane is a past board member of Maine Association of Planners (MAP) and the Northern New England Chapter of the American Planning Association (NNECAPA) and has served on planning boards and comprehensive planning committees.  Her work has received the MAP Plan of the Year award in Damariscotta and in South Burlington Vermont. Jane has been a speaker at numerous conferences: NNECAPA, APA-national conference, New Partners for Smart Growth, Community Matters, and the MAP Annual Meetings.  She has recently published an article in the “Communities and Banking” magazine of the Federal Home Loan Bank of Boston as well as other publications. Jane graduated from the University of Maine and received her master's degree in City and Regional Planning from Harvard University and lives in Camden, Maine.
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	Anne Ball is a project consultant to the Maine Downtown Center and the Maine Development Foundation (MDF).  She is currently managing Grants to Green, a statewide energy efficiency grant program, for non-profit organizations in downtown historic buildings, in partnership with the Maine Community Foundation and Efficiency Maine.  Anne has an MA in Historic Preservation from Boston University and has been working in Maine for 20 years.  Prior to joining MDF, Anne has worked as a consultant with numerous state agencies, architectural firms and non-profit organizations.  Her work has ranged from architectural survey and national register nominations to working on collaborative emerging initiatives such as serving as Maine's Cultural Tourism Coordinator for 6 years with the Department of Economic and Community Development.  Anne lives in Yarmouth with her husband Dennis Welsh and their 3 children.
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	Patrick Wright is the Executive Director of the Gardiner Main Street program in Gardiner, Maine.  Gardiner Main Street is a nationally accredited “Main Street” program.  He is originally from Roanoke, Virginia, but as he says, he “got to Maine as fast as he could”.  Wright holds a B.A. in Economics from Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia.  He spent several formative summers in Maine as a camper and counselor at Camp Agawam in Raymond, Maine.  This experience helped to form his love of community and his recognition of the unique quality of place in the State of Maine.  After completing coursework at University of Southern Maine’s Muskie School for Public Service, Wright held positions in community planning and economic development at the State, Local, and Regional levels prior to moving to the non-profit sector.  He lives in Woolwich with his family raising hogs and chickens on a semi-pro basis.  
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	Delilah Poupore has served as the Executive Director of Heart of Biddeford for the past three years, during which time HOB has implemented new initiatives such as the Main Street Challenge (and Main Street Challenge Encore), a Youth Pop-Up Competition and pop-up stores, a two-city branding project, an Adopt-a-Park program, a storefront design program, the Biddeford+Saco Restaurant Week, and currently Build-a-Biz Day in Biddeford. With a background in organizational development, equity training, and parenting, Delilah believes that making connections, listening, and unleashing initiative are key to Biddeford's success.
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	As President of Nancy Marshall Communications (NMC), Charlene Williams works with the NMC team of account executives on the strategic planning and implementation of all agency accounts, including strategic planning for the Maine Downtown Center and media relations for the Healthy Maine Streets program. While handling the PR and media relations for the Maine Office of Tourism account, Charlene was an integral part of several marketing initiatives including international marketing; collaborative marketing with New Brunswick, Canada; management of the PR Partners program; and the coordination of the Maine Governor’s Conference on Tourism. For the past 15 years, Charlene has shared her public relations expertise and love of destination marketing with businesses, attractions, chambers, and organizations through presentations throughout the state. She is currently vice president of the Maine Public Relations Council.
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	Eloise Vitelli is Director of Program and Policy for the Maine Centers for Women, Work, and Community, a statewide organization whose mission is to help women achieve success in the Maine economy. In 1984, Eloise designed New VenturesTM, an entrepreneurship training program for women that focuses on the development of a written business plan. She helped establish and provided management support to the Maine Enterprise Option program, a collaborative project that allowed qualified unemployment insurance recipients to start small businesses while receiving UI. She helped bring Family Development Accounts (or IDA’s), a matched savings and asset development program to Maine. Eloise serves on the Maine Economic Growth Council, was a member and past President of the Mid-Coast Economic Development District, and served as chair of the Permanent Commission on the Status of Women. She was inducted into the Maine Women’s Hall of Fame in 1995, the same year she attended the International Women’s Conference in Beijing, China. She received the Women in Business Advocate and the Thomas McGillicuddy Award for Entrepreneurial Excellence from the Maine SBA.  She holds a Masters degree from the University of Southern Maine and a Bachelors degree from the University of Pittsburgh. She was elected to the state Senate in a special election, August, 2013.
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	Nancy E. Smith has lived and worked in Maine since 1981 and joined GrowSmart Maine as Executive Director in April 2010. She served four terms in the Maine State House of Representatives, representing Monmouth, Litchfield and Wales, while working on her family's diversified livestock farm in Monmouth. She served as House Chair of the Legislative Committee on Business, Research, and Economic Development and as a member of the Committee on Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry. In addition, Nancy worked as a forester for over twenty years.  She is a member of Monmouth's Economic Development Committee and serves on the board of the Rural Community Action Ministry.   She formerly served as a member of the Maine Economic Growth Council, on the board of Maine Rural Partners, and as co-chair of the Council of State Governments/Eastern Regional Conference. Nancy is the mother of three native Mainers.
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	Dugan Murphy has been Executive Director of Main Street Skowhegan since March of 2013, before which he worked for Avesta Housing in Portland. Dugan holds two degrees from the University of Cincinnati: Master of Community Planning and Bachelor of Urban Planning, as well as certificates in historic preservation and geographic information science. Dugan serves on the Board of Directors for the Maine Association of Planners. He also co-edits a monthly newsletter for the Downeast Friends of the Folk Arts and is a New England folk dance leader, calling for contra dances around New England and sometimes the Midwest.
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	Steve Pecukonis is Executive Director of the Augusta Downtown Alliance and the Main Street Manager for downtown Augusta. For 30 years Steve has been a self-employed Employee and Organizational Development trainer and consultant. He has been adjunct faculty in the University of Maine System, the Community College System, and at Thomas College, and owned and operated a small business in Maine for 15 years. Steve is a graduate of Michigan State University.
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	Gordon Page, Sr., has been the executive director of Rockland Main Street, Inc., since 2014. After working for 18 years for an international frozen seafood manufacturing corporation, Page has spent the last two-plus decades working in senior management positions with an emphasis on business development, marketing and sales in the transportation; broadcast radio; cable television; hospitality and tourism industries. He also works on a free-lance basis with small businesses and non-profits to help them with their marketing, sales, public relations and community outreach efforts.
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	Leanne Tingay, CMSM, Senior Associate of Programs. For the past two decades Leanne Tingay has coordinated non-profit, local and state downtown and neighborhood revitalization programs. Most recently she coordinated the National Main Street® Network affiliated Designated Downtown program for the Vermont Agency of Commerce and Community Development. For the past two decades Leanne Tingay, a nationally Certified Main Street Manager, has coordinated non-profit, local and state downtown and neighborhood revitalization programs around the country. Most recently she coordinated the Vermont Downtown Program for the Vermont Agency of Commerce and Community Development. In that role she provided leadership to two dozen communities by providing training, technical assistance and meeting facilitation in addition to assembling resources and networking with the Main Street™ organizations. 
Leanne’s experience also includes serving as director and chief executive officer of Erie Downtown Improvement District in Erie, Pennsylvania, where she worked with the Erie Redevelopment Authority on several mixed-use projects including artist live work space, creative neighborhood initiatives and the redevelopment of Erie’s Waterfront District. In addition, she was executive director of Warren Main Street in Warren, Pennsylvania, where she initiated several signature events for downtown, developed a comprehensive streetscape master plan and successful funding strategy, and recruited business to downtown. She earned her bachelor’s degree from Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches, Texas. She works out of Orton’s Vermont office. 
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	Debora King began her career as Executive Director with the Brunswick Downtown Association in October 2012.  Prior to that, her work in Maine included Executive Director of the Greater Freeport Chamber of Commerce and Loaned Executive with the United Way of Midcoast Maine.  Debora spent 12 years in Alaska working with the Kodiak Chamber of Commerce - first as an Economic Development Specialist, then advancing to Executive Director.  She had her first taste of the Main Street Program while working to improve downtown Kodiak.
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You matter more.
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