
Libraries love everyone:Libraries love everyone:
(Or as the Nashville Public Library says, 
“A City with a great Library is a great City.”)A City with a great Library is a great City. )





Social Capital:  “social networks, 
norms of reciprocity, mutual 
assistance, trustworthiness”

Robert D. Putnam and Lewis M. Feldstein.  Better Together:  Restoring the American Community.  New York:  
Simon & Schuster, 2003.





(US ti g t  i l d  f i l d NCAA f tb ll  (US sporting events include professional and NCAA football, 
baseball, basketball, and hockey.)













The Church street entrance to the Nashville Public Library. Photo courtesy of 
Nashville Civic Design Center.













A typical public library draws 500 toA typical public library draws 500 to 
1,500 people a day.  That’s close to the 
draw of a small department store. Adraw of a small department store.  A 
typical town hall draws 200 to 500 
people a day.people a day. 

-Robert Gibbs, Gibbs Planning Group (Birmingham, MI)

Phil Langdon.  “Public Buildings Keep Town Centers Alive.”  Planning Commissioners Journal.  Volume 49, Winter 
2003.  



Public buildings and spaces create 
identity and a sense of place.  They give 
communities something to remember and 

d i Th h ll f i bliadmire.  The challenge facing public 
architecture is to provide every generation 

ith t t th t li k th ith th iwith structures that link them with their 
past, fill them with pride, and reinforce 
their sense of belonging ”their sense of belonging.

Ed McMahon.  “Public Buildings Should Set the Standard.”  Planning Commissioners Journal.  Volume 42, Winter 
2001.  





Libraries love everyone.Libraries love everyone.



Economically Impacted:
I di id l h l l t t t hIndividuals whose personal employment status has 
been adversely affected by the current economic 
environment, either from a job loss, a reduction in the 
hours employed, employment or reemployment at a 
lower wage, or taking on more than one job or 
additional hours to make ends meet. 

Perceptions of Libraries, 2010:  Context and Community,  edited by Brad Gauder.  OCLC Online Computer Library 
Center, Inc:  Dublin, OH., 2011.   









Waterville Main Street
Mid-Maine Chamber of Commerce

KVCAP
Maine Educational Opportunity Center

KVCAP
Job Corps Seasoned Worker Network

Waterville Adult Ed

Workforce Investment Board

Job Corps Seasoned Worker Network

Women, Work and Community
Augusta Career Center

Women, Work and Community



http://www.pecha-
kucha.org/night/waterville/

https://www.facebook.com/
PKNWaterville





Magnetic Poetry in Bartlett Room for Teens



Libraries love everyone.Libraries love everyone.


