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I am testifying today with great concern over the decision to reprogram $500,000 of CDBG funds away 
from one of Maine’s most vital resources:  Its Downtowns.  I have been the Executive Director of 
Gardiner Main Street for 4 ½ years, and prior to that, I held a position with Midcoast Economic 
Development District as a Business Development Specialist.   

I sought this position because I saw that the Main Street Model is dollar for dollar, the most effective 
economic development tool available to the citizens and businesses of the State of Maine.  Our 
downtowns have the highest tax value per acre, most businesses per acre, and most importantly, are 
key components of our most valuable asset and our best hope for economic development:  quality of 
place.  Maine’s population is old and getting older.  Whether we like it or not, future prosperity requires 
attracting and retaining people with high paying service jobs who, increasingly, are able work where 
they choose to live, whereas the past generation lived where they were able to find a job.  This set is 
looking for vibrant downtowns.  The Maine Downtown Center and Downtown CDBG Grants provide 
vibrant downtowns.   

I would like to clarify for DECD that Gardiner Main Street receives no financial support from the Maine 
Downtown Center.  In fact, as a public benefit corporation, we choose to help fund the Maine 
Downtown Center for the value it provides to us, and the work that it does around the state.  I hope that 
DECD will rethink this decision to undermine OUR investment in the program.   

Over the years, Gardiner has been a recipient of hundreds of thousands of dollars of CDBG funds, which 
have provided important infrastructure improvements that have allowed us to bring a once struggling 
former mill town back to prominence.  Investors have poured millions of dollars into our historic 
downtown, yielding jobs, badly needed local tax revenue, and a vibrancy that has not been seen in our 
community since the 1960’s.   

The Main Street Model, led by the Maine Downtown Center, along with the tireless ingenuity and 
dedication of hundreds of volunteers and small business owners, is the reason for our success.     
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