
Young entrepreneur Ka e Quinn of Ass Over Teake le Bloody Mary Mix needed a kitchen in which to make her 

new product.  With help from Main Street Skowhegan she made contact with the Freemasons who own a 1906 

Colonial Revival building downtown.  They agreed to lease to her their underu lized kitchen, on which she 

spent over $5,000 in materials and labor upgrading and ge ng licensed for commercial use.  The Masons now 

benefit from an income stream they did not have before, Ka e Quinn has an affordable space in her preferred 

downtown loca on, and the Masons are benefi ng from increased exposure of 

their group and their space! 

Main Street Skowhegan Execu ve Director Dugan Murphy with the Pedestrian Connector Project walkway, 
plan ng areas, lamp posts, and trees in the background. 

Skowhegan Masons Open Their Doors to New Business 
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Since 1969, Skowhegan has been home to the world’s tallest sculpture of a Na ve American: 

the Skowhegan Indian by Maine ar st Bernard Langlais, which depicts a tradi onal Abenaki 

fisherman.  Just recently, and thanks to Main Street Skowhegan, this community is now 

home to twenty‐five addi onal sculptures by the same ar st.  They were gi ed to Main 

Street by Colby College, which now owns Langlais estate.  They are being placed in various 

loca ons throughout downtown to create a Langlais sculpture walking trail, supported by a 

fund housed within Main Street to provide educa onal resources and 

ongoing maintenance support. 

New‐Old Art Builds on Exis ng Assets 
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Main Street Skowhegan helped the Town of Skowhegan secure $900,000 in grant money to revitalize 
the Town‐owned downtown parking lot, conver ng it into a mul  path pedestrian connec on  with 
tree, shrubs, and other plan ngs. This collabora on between Main Street and the Town has made this 
downtown amenity more a rac ve and safer for pedestrians and motorists alike.  

Main Street Skowhegan Execu ve Director Dugan Murphy with the Pedestrian 
Connector Project walkway, plan ng areas, lamp posts, and trees in the background. 

Walkable and Green 
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Happyknits, a small yarn shop in downtown Skowhegan, was planning to close because sole 

owner‐operator, Julia Cooke, needed more me to spend with her family.  Patrons Sarah Da‐

vis, Mary Lou Ridley, and Karla Bailey banded together to save the business by incorpora ng 

as a four‐owner business, thereby reducing Julie’s me commitment to the store while ex‐

panding business hours!  Happyknits is located the former visita on room of what was once 

the Somerset County Jail, but was renovated by Main Street Skowhegan volunteer, Amber 

Lambke, into the Somerset Grist Mill. 

Small Business Saved Through Crea ve Restructuring 
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Happyknits’ new owners: Karla Bailey, Sarah Davis, Mary Lou Ridley, and Julie Cooke  
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