
A	MAIN	STREET	MAINE	SUCCESS	STORY:	
Indoor	Sidewalk	Sale		

Saco	 Spirit	 and	Heart	 of	 Biddeford	 did	 a	 collaborated	 ad	 and	 Sidewalk	 sale	with	
many	 of	 the	 Downtown	 businesses.	 Both	 communities	 seemed	 to	 enjoy	
collaborated	efforts	for	a	sale	and	ad.	It	is	something	that	we	would	like	to	do	again	
in	the	future	and	possibly	quarterly.	
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Sidewalk sale success! 

Nadeen	DeSilva,	Exec.	Director	
Saco	Spirit	
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A	MAIN	STREET	MAINE	SUCCESS	STORY:	
Flower	Program		

One	of	the	adopted	flower	boxes.	

Our	Flower	Program	which	has	been	in	the	development	stages	for	the	last	several	
years	 took	 a	 hard	 hit	 this	 year,	 due	 to	 so	 many	 of	 our	 Main	 Street	 businesses	
closing	 their	doors.	 	 The	program	works	 like	 so:	 each	business	 that	 is	 interested	
pays	a	small	fee	for	flowers	boxes	with	flowers	to	be	placed	outside	their	business.			
Of	 course	due	 to	 the	closing	of	businesses	we	had	 less	people	 to	pay	 for	 flowers.		
Saco	 has	 become	 very	 well	 known	 for	 their	 flowers	 along	 Main	 Street	 and	 in	
Pepperell	 Square.	 	We	hated	 to	 cut	back	on	 the	amount	of	 flower	boxes	we	have	
been	placing	on	Main	Street.	So	we	offered	boxes	to	the	public	 for	them	to	adopt.		
They	were	allowed	to	adopt	a	box	for	themselves,	a	family	member,	or	in	the	name	
of	someone	they	had	 loss.	 	We	had	several	people	reply	 to	our	plea	and	we	were	
able	to	once	again	line	Main	Street	and	Pepperell	Square	with	flowers.		
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Flowers line the Main Street! 
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A	MAIN	STREET	MAINE	SUCCESS	STORY:		
Saco	Biddeford	Business	to	Business	Expo	

	

I	created	a	game	to	be	played	at	the	expo,	to	help	with	the	awareness	of	stores	and	
products	that	we	have	in	downtown	Saco.		Many	people	that	didn’t	shop	downtown	
played	 the	 game.	 	We	 helped	 them	 identify	 stores	 and	 product	 so	 that	 everyone	
could	be	a	winner	and	be	entered	into	our	drawing.		People	were	very	surprised	at	
which	 products	 we	 had	 for	 sale	 downtown.	 	 Many	 people	 commented	 that	 they	
would	have	to	go	downtown	and	see	what	we	have.		We	even	stumped	people	that	
claimed	to	shop	downtown	all	the	time.		Game	players	included	people	from	away,	
local	people	and	even	the	mayors	from	Biddeford	and	Saco.		It	was	lots	of	fun!	
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It was lots of fun! 
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A	MAIN	STREET	MAINE	SUCCESS	STORY:	
Old	Saco	Fire	Station	

Saco’s	Old	Fire	Station.	

Saco	Spirit	campaigned	to	save	the	old	 fire	station.	 	We	made	 it	publicly	aware	about	
the	 possible	 demolishing	 of	 the	 fire	 station.	 	 We	 presented	 the	 City	 Council	 with	 a	
petition	 from	 the	 downtown	 businesses	 asking	 the	 Council	 to	 please	 wait	 at	 least	 6	
months	before	making	a	decision.		Due	to	the	public	awareness	we	were	able	to	catch	
the	attention	of	a	New	England	developer	to	take	interest	 in	the	building.	 	She	is	well	
known	for	her	work	of	restoration	of	old	historic	buildings	and	she	is	working	with	the	
city	to	come	up	with	a	sell	agreement.		 	
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Saving the Saco Fire Station. 

Nadeen	DeSilva,	Exec.	Director	
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