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Promoting Downtown Brunswick os o vibront ond ottroctive ploce to live, work, ploy ond do business.

November 4,2015

Ms. Deborah Johnson
Director, Office of Community Development
Maine Department of Economic and Community Development
59 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333-0059

Dear Ms. Johnson,

As chair of the board of the Brunswick Downtown Association, I am
of the Draft20l6 CDBG Program Statement which would eliminate
Downtown Center.

writing to address one component
$100K for the fundine of the Maine

Bnrnswick received its designation as a Main Street Community in May 2012 andthe Brunswick
Downtown Association (BDA) manages the Main Street Program. Th; BDA has been in existence for
many years' and the board felt it needed a new approach to promoting and sustaining our downtown. By
implementing the National Trust for Historic Preservation's Four eoint,tpproach, the BDA has updated
its vision to include a focus on historic preservation, business attraction and retention, and creating an
atmosphere of energy and vitality. Our mission is "promoting Downtown Brunswick as a vibrant and
attractive place to live, work, play and do business." Having access to the resources and expertise
provided by the Maine Downtown Center plays a vital role in our success, and the elimination of critical
funding to the MDC will certainly hamper their ability to provide much needed resources to not only our
community, but to the other Main Street and Network communities throughout the state.

The vibrancy of our downtown is a major attraction for investment and for new and expanding
businesses. We often hear from rnajor-employers in the area-Midcoast Parkview Health Services,
Bowdoin College, Midcoast Regional Redevelopment Authority - how important a strong and vital
downtown is to their recruitment efforts. The program works, and we n".d th. continued services of
the Maine Downtown Center as we strive to grow and make positive changes in our community.

Please give serious consideration to maintaining funding of the Maine Downtown Center through the
Community Development Block Grant program.

Sincerely,

D4z---
Deirdra Perry, Chair
Brunswick Downtown Association
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