-------- Original message --------

From: Tobias Parkhurst <tobias@opglass.com>

Date: 11/02/2015 3:51 PM (GMT-05:00)

To: Deborah.Johnson@maine.gov

Cc: "Lorain K. Francis" <Ifrancis@mdf.org>

Subject: CDBG Funding for the Maine Downtown Center and the Downtown Revitalization grants

Hi Deb,

I'm writing to you today to offer testimony on two proposed changes to the CDBG program: elimination
of the Downtown Revitalization program category, and elimination of the support of the Maine
Downtown Center. | am writing on behalf of the Augusta Downtown Alliance, and also as a small
developer in Augusta.

When | moved to Downtown Augusta 8 years ago, my car was literally the only one on the street. Since
then, 20+ new apartments have been developed and three new restaurants. The progress seems slow,
but what is happening in Augusta is the first change of use on Water St. since the 1890's. Upper floors
are being developed, and new uses for the retail spaces are following. The progress is very much a "two
steps forward and one step back" process. For every new business we attract, another empties. Each
building seems to have to get worse before it gets better. As a small time private developer that makes
for good prospects, but it also makes the bigger buildings, the ones that need big time developers, sit
empty. Our challenge in Augusta is convincing folks from other places that our progress is permanent,
organized, and an opportunity. That means reminding people of our successes and to continue public
and private investment through this change. What we can't afford is loss of momentum, and elimination
of the Downtown Revitalization program category, and elimination of the support of the Maine
Downtown Center would mean just that.

The role of the Maine Downtown Center in our progress has been crucial. It's been a way to direct
volunteers, give us focus, and help make sure our revitalization efforts are done in line with best
practices nationwide. If not for these programs we would not have a downtown manager, and the city's
investment in downtown would not be what it is today. | believe the Downtown Revitalization program
category, and the support of the Maine Downtown Center are key to the success of our downtown.
Please continue the support of the heart of our City.

Tobias
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Tobias R. Parkhurst
President

O&P Glass

140 Capitol St.

Augusta, ME 04330
tobias@opglass.com

0: 207-622-3652

m: 207-557-0604
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