
-------- Original message -------- 
From: Mike Hurley <mike@pilut.com>  
Date: 11/02/2015 4:40 PM (GMT-05:00)  
 
To: deborah.johnson@maine.gov  
Subject: letter of support for continued funding by DECD and the Downtown Center  
 
To the Committee on Labor, Commerce, Research and Economic Development: 
 
This letter is written to support continued funding in the amount of $100,000 to the Maine 
Downtown Center and the Downtown Revitalization Grant from the DECD program statement. 
As a former Mayor, city council member, and business owner in Belfast, I have seen firsthand 
what it means to have a downtown go from struggling to the envy of many other towns and the 
Maine Downtown Center and our local Main Street program: Our Town Belfast, have been a key 
reason for the revitalization of our historic downtown.   
 
Maine has fallen behind many states because of these type of cuts and lack of support for 
economic development in the State of Maine. The Main Downtown Center and the Downtown 
Revitalization grant program have been critical to our being able to start rebuilding the local 
economy. I have never seen anything as successful for supporting small business and local 
economies.  
 
Without the Maine Downtown Center’s support, Belfast’s downtown business group would have 
never evolved into a full-fledged nonprofit Main Street organization: Our Town Belfast. 
Please do not cut the funding to the downtown center or the downtown grants program. Please do 
not cut what works.  
  
Thank you; Mike Hurley 
  
Michael D. Hurley 
Belfast City Council 
93 Main Street 
Belfast, Maine 04915 
207-338-1975 PH 
207-338-2951 FX 
207-323-0881 CELL 
mike@pilut.com 
http://cityofbelfast.org/index.shtm city web site 
http://belfastmike.wordpress.com/ personal blog 
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