
          
Maine Federation of Farmers’ Markets 
113 North Lancey St. 
Pittsfield, ME 04967 
November 12, 2015 

 
Deborah Johnson, Director  
Office of Community Development  
Maine Dept. of Economic and Community Development  
Augusta, Maine 04330 
 
Dear Ms. Johnson,  
 
I am writing to address one component of the Draft 2016 CDBG Program Statement.  
 
The Maine Federation of Farmers’ Markets would like to respectfully submit its opposition to the 
elimination of funding for downtown revitalization from the 2016 CDBG plan. This includes 
both the $400K available for community grants and the $100K for the Maine Downtown Center.  
 
Our opposition is based on the success the Main Street programs of the Maine Downtown Center 
has in providing support to the direct-market farming community in Maine.  
 
Across the state, Main Street programs assist their local farmers’ markets with a number of 
appropriate tasks, including helping with promotion, helping to recruit volunteers, and helping to 
operate SNAP programs at the markets. For example, Bath Main Street served as fiscal sponsor 
and manager of the market’s EBT program, allowing low-income residents to use their SNAP 
cards at market for the first time and finally reliably incorporate local, healthy food into their 
diets. In Belfast, Bath, Skowhegan, and other communities, Main Street has served as a regular 
advocate for the needs of the local markets in helping find a reliable location. In other 
communities, Main Street will act as an agent and advocate for working with the local 
government on licensing and other issues.  
 
Main Street programs are a vital part of Maine’s local economic base. Given that every dollar 
spent locally has the effect of at least $1.70 in the local economy, focusing on local businesses 
(such as farms and farmers’ markets) is essential to helping Mainers thrive. The Main Street 
organizations have had a positive impact on farmers’ markets statewide. We believe the funding 
that has been provided to them in the past has made that work possible and is critical to their 
future good work. We ask that you reconsider this decision. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Leigh Hallett 
Executive Director 
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