
GREEN DOWNTOWNS!GREEN DOWNTOWNS!

Celebrating the partnership between the 
built and natural environments to 
strengthen Maine’s Quality of Place

Funding made possible through the Environmental Funders Network



Green Downtowns by the numbers!y

$83 500 in 8 matching grants for Main 
Launched in 
2009 

$175,000 in two 

$83,500 in 8 matching grants for Main 
Street downtown improvements
$35,000 in matching grants for 3 trail $ ,

consecutive 
grants from the 
Environmental 
F nders Net ork

links and trailheads to downtowns
$47,000 in downtown streetscape 
design help for13 Network communitiesFunders Network

Preservation + 
Conservation + 

design help for13 Network communities
$27,000 in preservation technical 
services to historic building owners

Healthy 
Downtowns  = 
Quality of Place!

g
140 have attended Green Downtown 
training workshops and trainings



Eight Principles of Green Downtowns!g p

Reduce/Reuse/Recycle Urban Living
Preserve and fully use 
Buildings, reduce waste

Healthy Communities

Upper floor living, 
walkable neighborhoods

Storm water PlanningHealthy Communities
Active options, centralized 
social needs, local foods

Green Canopy

Storm water Planning
Capturing, cleaning and 
reusing runoff

TransitGreen Canopy
Street trees, plantings

Green Energy

Transit
Public alternatives to 
private autos

Alternative sources:  
passive/active solar, heat 
pumps, attic fans, wind

Active Transportation
Walking, trails, bicycles, 
shared autos



Green Downtowns Matching Grantsg

$83,500 in Matching $35,000 in Urban Trail 
Grants to Main Street 
communities
Pedestrian Improvements

Planning Grants
Waterville – Linking 
library & parking to Main Pedestrian Improvements

Trees and plantings
Recycling and streetscape 

library & parking to Main 
Street and River Trail
Rockland – Linking Harbor y g p

improvements Trail to Main Street
Skowhegan – Creating 
trailhead from Main Street trailhead from Main Street 
to Pedestrian Bridge



Design and Planning Assistance:
Contract with landscape architect to help 13 Maine Downtown Network communities p p
visualize their green potential

Grant contract: $27 000Grant contract: $27,000
In kind contribution: $20,000
Total:  $47,000



Building Preservation/Conservationg /

$20 000 C t t i  ith M i  $20,000 
contract over 
two years

Additional 

Contract services with Maine 
Preservation Field Service Technicians

donated 
services by MP 
in 2010 of 
$7,500

19 projects in 
15 communities  
benefitted

All 27 MDC 
communities 
eligible for 
training and 
technical 
services



95 people across Maine attended 
Training and Conference sessions Training and Conference sessions 

in 2010



The Future of Green Downtowns?

Vision:Vision:
Every Maine citizen appreciates, 
understands and has a deep personal 
conviction about this program

It takes ALL of us to 
embrace the full 
potential of Maine’s 
Quality of Place p g

Goal:
All MDC communities model the way for 
others by actively demonstrating the value 

Quality of Place.

Maine’s Green 
Downtowns program 
pro ides leadership 

y y g
of the Eight Principles of Green Downtowns
MDC and partners develop and deliver a 
comprehensive PR/marketing campaign to 
i till th  G  D t ! thi  t t id

provides leadership 
and matching grant 
funding in support 
of sustainable, 

instill the Green Downtowns! ethic statewide
Favorable public policies and incentives are 
adopted, continued and financially 
supported as a legacy for the future

walkable, livable 
downtowns!

supported as a legacy for the future



To Launch a Green Downtowns! Program in YOUR Downtown,
contactcontact

Roxanne Eflin, Program Director
Ryan Neale, Program Associate

207.626.3117  |  reflin@mdf.org  |  rneale@mdf.org


