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Steps to Greener 
Buildings8

Celebrate the fact that you are 
rehabilitating a historic building:  The 
greenest building is an existing building!

Take advantage of inherent energy 
conservation features of historic 
commercial buildings: shared walls, masonry 
construction, high ceilings, and windows

Restore rather than replace historic 
windows.  Use storm windows on upper 
story units  

Insulate roof and foundation and isolate 
unheated spaces with insulation

Weatherstrip doors, caulk door frames, and 
construct an interior vestibule if feasible

Take advantage of advances in heating 
and cooling technology to improve energy 
efficiency and comfort

Awnings at storefront windows keep sun 
out in summer and let sun in in winter

Install a green roof  to save energy, 
minimize storm water runoff , and make 
downtown cooler in summer
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Principles of Maine’s 
Green Downtowns! 

Program
8
Reduce/Reuse/Recycle:  Fully utilizing  
buildings enhances downtown’s character

Healthy Communities:  Active options, 
centralized social needs, local foods

Green Canopy:  Street trees and plantings 
make downtown more attractive and livable

Green Energy:  Alternatives such as passive/
active solar, heat pumps, attic fans, and wind

Urban Living:  A mix of uses makes working, 
playing, and learning in downtown possible

Stormwater Planning:  Water retention 
protects the environment and public funds

Transit:  Public alternatives make downtown  
livable by connecting everyone to everything

Active Transportation:  Walking trails, bike 
paths, and shared autos


