Nov. 13, 2015
Dear Ms. Johnson,

What's the value of 700 little kids walking on Main Street in Biddeford for Halloween? | don't know. It's
hard to put a price on that.

It's possible that what happened in Biddeford on Friday, Oct. 30 between three and five p.m.
encouraged someone to see the possibilities that exist in Biddeford. Maybe they'll open a business here.
Maybe someone passing through will see what a friendly town it is and decide to move here. Maybe
someone will pass by Reilly's Bakery and stop there the next day. Maybe Happy Dragon had a lot more
dinner customers. Lots of possibilities.

And it's fairly easy to be sure of the accuracy of the 700 number. When you give candy out, you know
how many pieces you started with and how many you ended up with. Ask a few people and if there's a
general consensus that 700 is the number, then it's a pretty good number.

Maybe the Halloween trick-or-treat idea is something that Biddeford can teach to dozens of other
communities in Maine. Maybe it will help Biddeford, but maybe it will also help Houlton, Alna and
Livermore.

The Heart of Biddeford is a Main Street Maine organization. It does a ton of other things in addition to
the Halloween Trick-or-Treat. Last year, nearly 7,500 people came to events that HoB was directly
involved in. We have 289 documented volunteers. Biddeford's net number of new businesses in 2015 is
twice that of 2014.

We also learn from other Main Street organizations.

It's one of the main reasons that the Maine Downtown Center is worthy of funding. We do a lot -- way
more than most people know.

Please reconsider changing the allocation of Community Development Block Grant funding for the
Department of Economic and Community Development. The Maine Downtown Center has been and
continues to be a great investment for the state.

Just ask any of the princesses, unicorns, ninja turtles or Harry Potters who were walking the streets of
Biddeford on Oct. 30. They were having a great time!

Sincerely,

David Flood

36 May St.

Biddeford, ME 04005
207.423.7643

| own four downtown properties in Biddeford in addition to being a resident. | support HoB, am active on
its board and know it helps the surge that Biddeford is experiencing.
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