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Historical view of the Masonic Block

Dover-Foxcroft
The Maine DownTown CenTer’s Green DownTowns program is designed to 

accomplish two primary goals:  strengthen the link between the natural and built environment in Maine’s 
historic downtowns to make them more environmentally responsive and ecologically conscious and strengthen 
Maine’s downtowns by building local leadership and community capacity to support sustainable green initiatives.   

Downtown Dover-Foxcroft

The 8 Principles of Green DownTowns

Building Fabric:
  Restore windows to third story.  
Restore quoins, rusticated siding,  

and original  window details.   
Restore original storefront, 

including roof  and recessed 
doors.  Renovating existing 

buildings conserves construction 
materials and contributes to 

the long-term integrity of  the 
historic downtown. 

windows:  
Restore windows wherever 
possible.  Reglaze only when it 
is not possible to reuse existing 
glazing.  A single glazed 
window in conjunction with a 
wood storm window (combined 
R value of 2.0) is comparable to 
a modern sealed unit. 

Lighting:   
Phase in new, energy-efficient 

LED lamps that reduce energy 
consumption and support the 
downtown’s historic character.  

awnings:   
Keep the summer sun out of 
storefront windows.  In the 
winter, they can be retracted to 
let the sun’s warmth in.  

Planting Beds:   
Expand planting areas where 
possible to support street trees 
and other plantings, and to 
intercept and detain stormwater. 

Utilities: 
 Bury electrical wires to eliminate 

visual clutter and  increase 
sidewalk space. 

The Masonic Block today

Pedestrian ways:   
Convert narrow alleys to pedestrian 
ways to improve pedestrian access 
to downtown parking areas.  

intersection 
improvements:   

Relocate crosswalks to 
shorten crossing distances 

and construct with durable 
surfaces, such as pavers that 
complement the downtown 

aesthetic.   Bulbouts at 
crossings create display space 

and seating areas, while 
reducing crossing distances. 

Plazas and 
Pocket Parks:
Repurposing underutilized 
and “left over” spaces makes 
the downtown a more viable 
and attractive place to live, 
work and play.   

signage 
improvements:
Create a plaza at the 
entrance to the new 

waterfront park on Main 
Street with interpretive 

signage, a downtown 
business directory, and places 

to sit and congregate.      

stormwater “Park”:  
Replace asphalt and gravel with 

a stormwater “park” that receives 
and cleans stormwater runoff from 

building roofs and parking lots, 
with a path to the Chamber of 

Commerce. 

Green roofs:  
Insulate buildings, detain 
stormwater, reduce ambient air 
temperatures in summer, and 
create opportunities for urban 
agriculture, where existing 
buildings can support them. 

Farmers Market:  
New, consolidated 
waterfront parking area 
can double as farmer’s 
market and provide 
flexible plaza space for 
special events. Aerial view of downtown Dover-Foxcroft
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The Masonic Block

8 Steps to Greener 
Buildings:

• Celebrate the fact that you are 
rehabilitating a historic building: 
the greenest building is an 
existing building!

• Take advantage of inherent 
energy conservation features of 
historic commercial buildings 
such as shared walls, masonry 
construction, high ceilings, and 
windows.

• Restore historic windows rather 
than replace them.  Use storm 
windows on upper story units.

• Insulate roof and foundation; 
isolate unheated spaces with 
insulation.

• Weatherstrip doors, caulk door 
frames, and construct an interior 
vestibule if feasible.

• Take advantage of advances in 
heating and cooling technology 
to improve energy efficiency and 
comfort.

• Install awnings at storefront 
windows to keep sun out in 
summer and let sun in in winter.

• Install a green roof to save energy, 
minimize storm water runoff, 
and make downtown cooler in 
summer.

The Masonic Block

regional Bus stop:
Integrate a stop for regional bus service 
within the downtown to make public transit 
more visible and accessible.     

Full occupancy:
Encourage residential or other 

uses in upper stories of downtown 
buildings. 

increased Plantings:  
In parking lots and 
alleys reduce ambient air 
temperatures in summer, 
mitigate glare, and make  
downtown more attractive.

   Urban Living 
 A mix of uses makes it possible to work, play, and learn without leaving downtown 

     stormwater Planning
 Sustainable stormwater practices protect the downtown and water quality

   Transit
 Public alternatives make downtown livable by connecting everyone to everything

   active Transportation
   Walking trails, bike paths, and shared autos  

  reduce/reuse/recycle
 Fully utilizing buildings enhances downtown’s character

             Healthy Communities 
 Active options, central gathering places, local foods

   Green Canopy  
 Street trees and plantings make downtown more attractive and livable

   Green energy  
 Alternatives such as passive/active solar, heat pumps, attic fans, and wind


