
 
 
 
 
 
November 10, 2015 
 
Deborah Johnson 
Director, CDBG Program 
Maine Department of Economic & Community Development 
 
Dear Deborah, 
I’d like to begin by thanking you and the Department for your consistent investment in both 
Maine downtowns and the Maine Downtown Center at MDF for many years. I’ve always 
interpreted DECD’s financial support as acknowledgement that downtowns are a central 
community development asset in Maine, worthy of continuing investment.  
 
Combating opiate distribution/addiction seems to me the kind of public policy issue that will be 
hard to successfully address with community development funding. The need and the problem 
will shift and change quickly, it will be difficult for the CDBG Program to respond and 
communities receiving grant dollars will be unlikely to fund enhanced policing after the grant 
dollars are spent. Unfortunately, lasting community improvement will be hard to achieve. 
 
I hope that my reasoning and that of other downtown investment advocates will convince 
DECD and the Executive Branch that different approaches to Maine’s opiate problem should be 
pursued, and that funding for Downtown Revitalization and the Downtown Center—a proven 
success—should be restored. 
  
Thank you for your time and willingness to consider this perspective. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Stephen Cole 
Co-Chair, Maine Downtown Center, MDF  
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