
 

November 13, 2015 
 
Deb Johnson, Director 
Office of Community Development 
Maine Office of Economic and Community Development 
59 State House Station 
Augusta, ME 04333-0059 
 
Dear Ms. Johnson: 
 
Please accept this letter in support of $100,000 in restored funding for the Maine Downtown Center. 
The Hub of Bar Harbor is a fledgling 501(c)3 that is working toward its Maine Street status. The 
resources and counseling provided by the Downtown Center are critical to this process. After four 
years in the making, we anticipate being able to hire an executive director in 2016 which is a 
reflection of how useful and supportive the Downtown Center team has been.  
 
While Bar Harbor seems to be a thriving downtown economy, we are challenged by seasonality, 
aging buildings, and a slim tax base. There is no economic development position in Town 
government, and for several years, the Town Planner position was vacant. As leadership changed in 
Town Hall, the Hub grew to become a critical player in the future development of downtown Bar 
Harbor. We have a cooperative agreement with Bar Harbor Chamber of Commerce to provide 
administrative support and earlier this year we merged with the Bar Harbor Merchants Association 
to create a cohesive downtown organization that benefits all of Bar Harbor and MDI community.  
 
Without the support and expertise the Downtown Center provides, the board and I are not 
confident our pace will continue. We depend on Lorain Francis and her team mates at the Center to 
guides in the organizational start up process, offer trainings and resources, and general counsel 
during this organizational development process. Eliminating this funding will have a negative 
economic ripple affect across the state.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this letter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Cinnamon Catlin-Legutko 
Vice President, Hub of Bar Harbor 
 
(Board President, Chris Vincenty, is out of-the-country at present.) 
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