
 

 

 
City of Biddeford, Maine  

City Hall – 205 Main Street 
Biddeford, Maine  04005 

City of Saco, Maine  
City Hall – 300 Main Street 

Saco, Maine  04072 
 

November 3, 2015  
 

The Honorable Paul R. LePage 
Governor, State of Maine  
#1 State House Station 
Augusta, ME 04333 
 

Dear Governor LePage: 
 

We want to again thank you for joining us at the dedication of our new pedestrian bridge “The Riverwalk 
Bridge” in the heart of our mill district on September 19th.  At that event you made several strong comments 
supporting the collaborative work being done between our communities. We note that a good deal of this 
work and effort has been led by our downtown organizations:  The Heart of Biddeford and Saco Main Street, 
Inc.   
 

We have been informed that the State’s Office of Community Development in its DRAFT CDBG Program 
Statement is proposing the elimination of $100,000 in funding for the Maine Downtown Center as well as 
$400,000 in community grants for downtown revitalization.  We urge you to intervene and restore this 
funding.  
 

You have recognized both Biddeford and Saco as “business friendly” communities; much of the credit for 
this goes to Saco Main Street, Inc., the Heart of Biddeford, and the Maine Downtown Center.     

- In Saco, our downtown organization, Saco Main Street, Inc. is currently undertaking a strategic 
planning to focus more on economic development and business attraction in our downtown.   

- In Biddeford, our downtown organization, Heart of Biddeford, is leading a number of initiatives that 
are all focused on enhancing the vitality of our downtown for existing and prospective businesses.    

The work that both of these organizations are doing in our larger community could not be done without the 
technical support and leadership that each has received from the Maine Downtown Center.   
 

We believe that the work being done by the Maine Downtown Center has been and remains an excellent 
investment for Maine’s citizens and we urge you restore this funding to the proposed CDBG budget for the 
next fiscal year. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Alan Casavant       Donald Pilon  
Mayor City of Biddeford     Mayor City of Saco  
 

cc:   Deborah Johnson 
Director, Office of Community Development 
Maine Dept. of Economic and Community Development 
Augusta Maine 04333-0059 
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