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Green Roofs:  
Insulate buildings, detain 
stormwater, reduce ambient air 
temperatures in summer, and 
create opportunities for urban 
agriculture, where existing 
buildings can support them. 

Habitat Garden:  
Create a habitat garden for birds and 
butterflies in a portion of the mall. 

Plazas and Pocket 
Parks:
Replacing marginal parking 
areas and “left over” spaces with 
parks makes the downtown a 
more viable and attractive place 
to live, work and play.  Parks can 
incorporate public art.  

Brunswick
The Maine DownTown CenTeR’s GReen DownTowns program is designed to 

accomplish two primary goals:  strengthen the link between the natural and built environment in Maine’s 
historic downtowns to make them more environmentally responsive and ecologically conscious and strengthen 
Maine’s downtowns by building local leadership and community capacity to support sustainable green initiatives.   

Downtown Brunswick

The 8 Principles of GReen DownTowns

Building Fabric:
  Renovating existing 

buildings conserves 
construction materials 
and contributes to the 
long-term integrity of  

the historic downtown. 

windows:  
Restore windows wherever 
possible.  Reglaze only when it 
is not possible to reuse existing 
glazing.  A single glazed window 
in conjunction with a wood 
storm window (combined R 
value of 2.0) is comparable to a 
modern sealed unit.  

Lighting:   
Phase in new, energy-

efficient LED lamps 
that reduce energy 

consumption and support 
the downtown’s historic 

character.  

awnings:   
Keep the summer sun out of 
storefront windows.  In the 
winter, they can be retracted 
to let the sun’s warmth in. 
Restored transom windows 
provide soft natural light to 
interior spaces. 

street Trees:   
Expand planting areas at 
street corners to support 
street tree growth and 
longevity, and to intercept 
and detain stormwater. 

Historical view of the Lemont Block

The Lemont Block today

Urban infill:   
Replace parking areas fronting 

on Maine Street with multi-
story buildings compatible 

with downtown setbacks and 
building scale. 

intersection 
improvements:   
Paver crosswalks and 

bulbouts increase visibility of 
pedestrians and contribute 

to downtown character.   
Relocate crosswalk to a 

new location on the south 
side of the Pleasant Street 

intersection.

Bicycle Racks:
Bicycle racks support an active 

mode of transportation and can be 
removed for winter snow clearance.

signage improvements:
Combine smaller scale directory 
signage for the Tontine Mall 
with a kiosk that orients visitors 
to downtown and provides 
information about local businesses.  

Permeable Pavers:  
Infiltrate and treat stormwater runoff, 
keeping it out of the municipal storm 
drain system.  

Aerial view of downtown Brunswick
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8 Steps to GReeneR 
Buildings:

• Celebrate the fact that you are 
rehabilitating a historic building: 
the greenest building is an 
existing building!

• Take advantage of inherent 
energy conservation features of 
historic commercial buildings 
such as shared walls, masonry 
construction, high ceilings, and 
windows.

• Restore historic windows rather 
than replace them.  Use storm 
windows on upper story units.

• Insulate roof and foundation; 
isolate unheated spaces with 
insulation.

• Weatherstrip doors, caulk door 
frames, and construct an interior 
vestibule if feasible.

• Take advantage of advances in 
heating and cooling technology 
to improve energy efficiency and 
comfort.

• Install awnings at storefront 
windows to keep sun out in 
summer and let sun in in winter.

• Install a green roof to save energy, 
minimize storm water runoff, 
and make downtown cooler in 
summer.

The 

Lemont 

Block

Brunswick explorer:
Consider adding a stop on 

Maine Street, perhaps using 
the Bowdoin Shuttle stop  

location, to make public transit 
more visible and accessible.

Full occupancy:
Encourage residential 

uses in upper stories of 
downtown buildings. 

to Bowdoin 
Shuttle stop

at Savings Bank 
of Maine

   Urban Living 
 A mix of uses makes it possible to work, play, and learn without leaving downtown 

     stormwater Planning
 Sustainable stormwater practices protect the downtown and water quality

   Transit
 Public alternatives make downtown livable by connecting everyone to everything

   active Transportation
   Walking trails, bike paths, and shared autos  

  Reduce/Reuse/Recycle
 Fully utilizing buildings enhances downtown’s character

             Healthy Communities 
 Active options, central gathering places, local foods

   Green Canopy  
 Street trees and plantings make downtown more attractive and livable

   Green energy  
 Alternatives such as passive/active solar, heat pumps, attic fans, and wind


