
A	MAIN	STREET	MAINE	SUCCESS	STORY:	
Secret	Spaces‐Historic	Places		

A	Secret	Spaces‐Historic	Places	tourist	looks	up	at	the	historic	City	Hall	clock	tower	while	Phil	Rad‐
ding	describes	its	history.		

Our	 annual	 tour	 and	 fund‐raiser	 saw	 a	 huge	 spike	 in	new	 attendees,	 possibly	 due	 to	
broader	media	coverage.	 	(Unfortunately,	return	attendance	went	down,	leading	us	to	
assess	how	to	format	the	event	in	the	future.)		Another	successful	part	of	it	was	all	the	
volunteer	 support	prior	 to	 and	on	 the	day	of	 the	 event.	 	One	 volunteer	who	 stepped	
forward	was	a	professional	photographer	who	provided	beautiful	pictures	of	the	event,	
and	I	will	include	some	of	her	shots	here.		

Our	event	was	a	big	success	in	terms	of	media	attention,	building	awareness	for	Heart	
of	 Biddeford	 and	Biddeford’s	 downtown	 itself,	 promoting	 restaurants,	 and	 educating	
about	historic	preservation.			But,	we	were	not	able	to	rely	on	past	attendees	to	come	to	
a	third	year	of	the	tour	without	either	a)	substantial	changes	in	the	venues,	or	b)	better	
publicity	about	how	the	event	was	different	from	in	the	past.		It	also	has	led	us	to	decide	
to	 do	 two	other	 fund‐raisers	 and	 to	 keep	 this	 one	 as	 simple	 as	 possible	 (minimizing	
overwork	from	staff	and	committees	and	maximizing	attendance). 	
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Our event was a big success in terms of 
media attention, building awareness for 

Heart of Biddeford and the downtown area, 
promoting restaurants, and educating 

about historic preservation.   

Delilah	Poupore,	Exec.	Director	
Heart	of	Biddeford	

205	Main	Street,	Ste.	103	
Biddeford	ME	04005	
Tel:	207	284‐8520	

director@heartofbiddeford.org	
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A	MAIN	STREET	MAINE	SUCCESS	STORY:	
City	on	the	Move	5K	Road	Race	

Photo	of	runners	(including	Design	Committee	Chair	Holly	Culloton)	on	their	final	leg	of	the	5K	Road	
Race.		

With	support	from	a	great	committee	of	people	who	have	not	worked	closely	with	
Heart	of	Biddeford	in	the	past,	we	organized	our	first	ever	5K	Road	Race	through	
the	 streets	 of	 downtown	Biddeford.	 	 50	 registrants	 enjoyed	 a	 challenging	 course	
and	great	prizes	donated	by	the	community.	
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Our first ever 5K Road Race through the 
streets of downtown Biddeford! 

Delilah	Poupore,	Exec.	Director	
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A	MAIN	STREET	MAINE	SUCCESS	STORY:	
Downtown	Holiday	Festival		

Belly	Dancers	(featuring	new	business	owner,	Bella	from	Utopian	Tattoo)	dancing	to	Jingle	Bell	Rock	
at	the	Downtown	Holiday	Festival.		

The	Downtown	Holiday	Festival	brought	600	people	downtown	for	an	exciting	tree	
lighting	event,	with	two	craft	fairs,	horse‐drawn	sleigh	rides,	photos	with	Santa,	a	
night	of	music	on	a	main	stage,	and	cookie	decorating.	I	have	heard	comments	from	
the	community	and	particularly	our	City	staff	and	elected	officials	 that	 this	was	a	
very	positive	event	for	downtown.		
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Downtown Holiday Festival  
brought 600 people! 

Delilah	Poupore,	Exec.	Director	
Heart	of	Biddeford	
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